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Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
December 12, 1881 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir: - 


I am verbally informed by the Treasurer of the United States that the supply of 5¢ nickel 
pieces in the Treasury is exhausted and that he is unable to supply the demand for them from 
Assistant Treasurers. 


It is therefore very desirable that you should commence the coinage of such pieces as 
early as possible. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


